Acute hematogenous osteomyelitis of the odontoid process in a child with torticollis.
Acute vertebral osteomyelitis is rare in the pediatric population. Its presentation may be subtle and without constitutional manifestations. We present a case of osteomyelitis of the odontoid process. The disease was not considered in the initial evaluation of an afebrile, nontoxic child who presented for evaluation of neck stiffness. Although there was a delay in diagnosis and treatment, the outcome was favorable.